
KIRBSTONES 
AL O N G  TH E  NARROW  WAY  

curb-stone (kûrb'stōn') - noun - one of the stones or a range of stones forming a 
curb, as along a sidewalk or roadway.  Historically, the curbstones were placed 
vertically along the edges of the roadbed and the paving material was backfilled 
against the row of curbstones.  The curbstones served (1)to hold the material in the 
roadbed, (2)to prevent the scattering of the material along the edges, and (3)to define 
the road itself from all the adjoining areas. 

13 “Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”  -  Matthew 7:13-14  -  NIV 
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O 
bedience has never been a natural response 
for members of the human race.  Biblical 
creation stories teach us that obedience was 
not the strong suit of the first two humans.  

Maturing into our humanity over many millennia, we 
continue to persist in our disobedience and to resist 
in our obedience to authority.  We need to remember 
this basic principle the next time we are dealing with 
an unruly four year old...of any age! 
 
Why do we thrive on disobedience?  As a people, why do we commit acts of 
civil disobedience?  Why do we find pleasure in moral disobedience?  What 
is the key to unlocking the secret to obedience?  And, finally, when does the 
act of disobedience become sin?  Terry McKay, played by Irene Dunn, in the 
feature film, Love Affair, which came to the silver screen in 1939, said, “The 
things we like best are either illegal, immoral, or fattening.”  Whether this 
favorite film quotation fits this situation, I will leave up to the reader. 
 
We might argue that our lack of obedience is a result of temptations in our 
lives that are stronger than our individual wills to resist.  We, also, might be 
prone to saying that (1) we thrive on danger and living on the edge, (2) we 
do not look beyond the here and now, or (3) we simply want it our way. 
 
Regardless of our flimsy excuses for our lack of obedience, we really must 
dig deeper to find the root of our natural tendency toward disobedience.  
We, also, must learn that until we realize that there is authority on a level 
higher than us, there is no disobedience.  In many cases, there are multiple 
levels of authority above us and below us.  We do not need to look beyond 
(1) our hierarchical systems, (2) our federal, state, and local governmental 
systems, and (3) our family systems to see how obedience comes into play. 
 
Saul, the strong-willed, forceful Pharisee, who spent his early life protecting 
his Jewish religion and customs from erosion during the early growth of the 

  16 And the LORD God commanded 
the man, “You are free to eat from 
any tree in the garden; 17 but you 
must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for 
when you eat of it you will surely 
die.” 
      Genesis 2:16-17—NIV 

Christian movement, became a devoted 
and humble man in service to the Lord.  
Through the miracle of redemption, his 
eyes were opened.  Saul saw his sinful 
disobedience for what it was, once he 
recognized the authority of the Lord. 
 
 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecut-
ing,” he replied.  6 “Now get up and go 
into the city, and you will be told what 
you must do.” 
  Acts 9:5-6—NIV 
 
There is no disobedience in our lives, 
until we recognize the higher authority 
of the one giving the orders.  This rule 
applies to small children, and it applies 
to adults resisting to take the path of 
faithful obedience to our Lord.  Saul 
realized the authority of the risen Christ 
in his life, and he immediately became 
an obedient servant of the Lord. 
 
It is essential that the Person giving the 
orders and the person acting out of an 
obedient spirit clearly understand the 
relationship between the two of them.  
God clearly understood the relationship, 
even in the Garden, and continues to 
reach out to us.  How do we help others 
to get on board? 
 
The first thing we can do is intentionally 
focus on our individual relationships 
with our Creator...to the point that this 
relationship is central to our lives. 
 
Once it is clear in our hearts and in our 
minds that our relationships with God 
are like the Father and Son relationship 
he has with his Son, we will instantly 
realize that we have a deep desire to 
completely submit our lives to him. 
 
We must be clear in our understanding 
that we become obedient because we 
choose to be a child of God, and not to 
become a child of God.  It is only in our 
becoming a child of God that the truth 
of obedience is revealed to us. 
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