
It is the intention of Bishop Sandra Steiner-Ball to appoint Rev. Dr. Bob Kirby as the lead 
pastor of Beckley’s United Methodist Temple as of July 1, 2021, Dave Laraba, chair of the the 
UMT Staff Parrish Relations Committee announced Sunday. 

Dr. Kirby, an ordained United Methodist Elder, is currently the pastor of Morris Memorial 
UMC in Charleston. He, along with his wife Chris, have served churches in Delaware and 
Pennsylvania prior to his appointment to Morris Memorial. 

The announcement follows Pastor Steve Hamrick’s Jan. 31 announcement that it is the 
Bishop’s intent to appoint him to Calvary United Methodist Church in Ripley on July 1, 2021. 

“I am excited about Dr. Kirby coming to Temple,” said Rev. Dr. Joe Kenaston, District 
Superintendent for the Southern District WVUMC. “He will continue the excellence in pastoral 
leadership that has been exhibited by Pastor Steve and his predecessors. Bob brings experience 
and gifts in empowering churches to see and move towards the future that God is preparing.” 

Laraba noted that Kirby already has a strong connection to the area. 
“Dr. Kirby is no stranger to southern West Virginia, as he is a native of Mullens, W.Va., 

and a Graduate of Marshall University, class of 1971,” Laraba announced. “After a 30-plus year 
career in retail sales, education, and real estate, Dr. Kirby answered God’s call to ministry in 
2003.” 

Kirby is a certified Transitional Intentional Interim Ministry Specialist. 
“Bob will use his life experiences, his ministry background, and specialized training as he 

leads our church forward over the next one to two years,” Laraba said. “We are extremely excited 
to have Bob join our new and extremely talented leadership team here at UMT as we march 
forward with conquering the challenges ahead. The positive energy we can all bring to the table 
as we take advantage of the many opportunities to improve our mission brought to light by COVID 
will enhance our ability to work with Bob and be fully prepared for UMT’s next long-term pastor.” 

Laraba added that Kirby is already studying the Guidance and Renewal Team report and 
other processes to help UMT become healthier and stronger for the future.  

“I ask all of you to join the SPRC in welcoming Pastor Bob and Chris to Beckley,” Laraba 
said. “We will be providing more detailed information and opportunities to meet Bob and Chris 
very soon.” 


