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curb-stone (kûrb'stōn') - noun - one of the stones or a range of stones forming a 
curb, as along a sidewalk or roadway.  Historically, the curbstones were placed 
vertically along the edges of the roadbed and the paving material was backfilled 
against the row of curbstones.  The curbstones served (1)to hold the material in the 
roadbed, (2)to prevent the scattering of the material along the edges, and (3)to define 
the road itself from all the adjoining areas. 

13 “Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”  -  Matthew 7:13-14  -  NIV 
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C 
ongregational leadership is often categorized 
according to the ministries that impact (1) the 
local church, (2) the surrounding community, 
in which it lives and works, and (3) the world.  

Congregations seek to lead, to inspire, and to propel 
its people into the world through the myriad positions 
of Director of Visitation, Outreach, Music, and many 
others, depending on the size, scope, and vision of its 
people, as they follow God’s leading.  The leadership 
positions may be paid staff or volunteers. 
 
There is, however, another position that, while often ignored, becomes the 
elephant in the room at leadership meetings.  This position is usually filled 
by loyal stakeholders in the church, and tends to be a volunteer position.  It 
may be an unofficial director, and under no circumstances is there evidence 
of this position printed on the church officiary. 
 
The Ministry of the Disgruntled is pretty much standard fare in churches, 
where conflict is the norm and the congregation simply moves from one 
crisis to the next.  This ministry is made up of the manipulative, gossiping, 
personal agenda seeking folks, whose miserable lives are driven by their 
cynical minds and poor attitudes that have been primed by Satan and fed 
by their desires to control others. 
 
By way of definition, disgruntled is the opposite of gruntled.  Gruntled is 
one of those words that has fallen from favor.  It has been relegated to the 
linguistic dustbin, and it is not often found in our reading material.  When 
we look up the word, gruntled, we learn it is an adjective meaning pleased, 
satisfied, or contented, according to most dictionary definitions. 
 
Gruntled originated in the fifteenth century, and it was intended to describe 
a person uttering a little or low grunt in satisfaction.  Contrary to gruntled, 
we have disgruntled, which currently enjoys wide usage in our language. 

  2 All the Israelites grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron, and the 
whole assembly said to them, “If 
only we had died in Egypt!  Or in 
this desert!  3 Why is the LORD 
bringing us to this land only to let 
us fall by the sword?” 
      Numbers 14:2-3a - NIV 

Thus, the angry or dissatisfied persons 
among us are most often represented as 
the disgruntled.  These are the folks, 
who do not like what is going on in the 
family, in the church, in the workplace, 
or in the world. 
 
Often these persons exhibit the anger 
and dissatisfaction of the disgruntled, 
when they do not get their way, or in 
cases where they claim their feelings 
have been hurt. 
 
This is the one area in congregational 
settings, where people can do lasting 
damage.  These are often disgruntled 
parishioners, and this is not new.  When 
the people grumbled against Moses, the 
Lord said to them: 
 
 26 He said, “If you listen carefully to 
the voice of the  your Lord God and do 
what is right in his eyes, if you pay at-
tention to his commands and keep all 
his decrees, I will not bring on you any 
of the diseases I brought on the Egyp-
tians, for I am the Lord, who heals 
you.” 
  Exodus 15:26—NIV 
 
The Lord was doing a new thing, and 
the Lord will never lead his people into 
a harmful or dangerous situation.  The 
Lord will provide for all our needs. 
 
The Lord is doing a new thing now in 
the lives of his people and in the life of 
his church.  Let us enter into all that the 
Lord is providing.  Let us look at the 
vast opportunities before us.  Let us 
take off the disgruntled attitudes, and 
let us welcome all that God will show us 
as our future unfolds before us.  Let us 
be open to his leading, faithful to his 
calling, and let us all make something 
happen in the context of our lives of 
obedience as individuals and as the 
body of Christ.  The question is this: 
“How might I become more faithful, 
more supportive, and more useful to 
God?” 
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